
 

April 2014
We have two exciting new events to announce for early May: the first is a Toronto seminar on 
Citizenship-based Taxation versus Residency-based Taxation, which is ACA Global Foundation’s 
inaugural conference.  ACA Global Foundation (website) is ACA Inc.’s sister organization, a 
charity organized as a 501(c)3.  The purpose of ACA Global Foundation is to promote research and 
to educate on the issues of Americans abroad.  The second event is a Town Hall Evening in 
Geneva, Switzerland, on the topic of “Changes in the U.S. Tax Code, Wills, How to Respond to 
Swiss Banks and other Personal Financial Challenges for U.S. Citizens Abroad”.  Find out more 
about both events further in, as well as future events planned for Zurich and London.

We launch our new Letters to the Editors section with two very interesting questions: can a voter 
become “stateless”; and what obligations do we have for the Affordable Care Act (“Obamacare”), 
if we live overseas?

We’d like to remind everyone that the Treasury Department’s reporting requirements have changed, 
and the FBAR should now be e-filed.  Find ACA’s FBAR page here. The online FBAR form is 
FIN/CEN form 114 (replacing the old TD F90-22.1), but the format remains essentially the same. 
Remember, FBAR reports must be received by 30 June each year (not just postmarked by that 
date).

Lastly, ACA’s Tax Preparer Directory is on final approach.  It will have names and contact 
information of tax preparers located overseas as well as basic tax information.  Check the ACA 
website mid-May for more details.

 

Americans Abroad Caucus is growing
 

The Americans Abroad Caucus has a new member – Dina Titus (D-NV).  Serving the First 
Congressional District of Nevada, Congresswoman Dina Titus has built a strong record of 
achievement as both an educator and a public servant.  The Americans Abroad Caucus counts 28 
members as of April 2014, representing many states and all regions of the nation.  Twenty-two 
Democrats and six Republicans are members.  (Find their profiles here.)  ACA looks forward to 
working with these Representatives in Congress to advance the cause of Americans residing and 
working overseas.

 

http://www.acaglobalfoundation.org/
http://americansabroad.org/issues/representation/americans-abroad-caucus/members/
http://americansabroad.org/issues/fbar/fbar-e-filing/
http://americansabroad.org/


Upcoming Events
 

TORONTO, May 2: Seminar on Citizenship-based Taxation vs. Residency-based Taxation.  ACA 
Global Foundation, the sister organization of ACA Inc., is launching its educational program by 
organizing a conference on the "Taxation of Americans Abroad in the 21st Century" at St. 
Michael’s College, University of Toronto on May 2nd.  It will be unique, with a debate between 
Professor Michael Kirsch, Notre Dame University Law School, defending citizenship-based 
taxation, and Dr. Bernard Schneider, Teaching Fellow, Centre for Commercial Law Studies, Queen 
Mary University of London School of Law, proposing residence-based taxation. This is the first 
time that such a debate has taken place in public.  The afternoon will include presentations on the 
impact of current U.S. law on Americans abroad from the tax advisor, investment advisor and 
businessman points of view.

GENEVA, May 7: A Town Hall Evening entitled "Changes in the U.S. Tax Code, Wills, How to 
Respond to Swiss Banks and other Personal Financial Challenges for U.S. Citizens Abroad."  This 
evening will feature experts particularly knowledgeable about the Swiss scene. Find the pamphlet 
with more info here.

Watch this space for additional Town Halls in ZURICH (Sep. 17) and LONDON (Oct. /Nov.)

                       

Letters to the Editors
 

After my husband's death, I moved from the U.S. to Canada to be near my daughter.   I have 
become a Permanent Resident of Canada, have sold my U.S. house & am now stateless!  Is there  
any way that I can vote in the Nov. election?  I continue to pay U.S. taxes; I'd surely like to  
continue voting!

ACA responds: As a U.S. citizen, you cannot become stateless unless and until you renounce your 
U.S. citizenship without having being a citizen of another country.  You can always vote, in the 
voting district of your last place of residence.  You may register to vote either via 
www.overseasvotefoundation.org (non-profit, non-partisan site) or via www.fvap.gov (a 
government site, which is part of the Department of Defense for historical reasons: the U.S. 
military abroad had the right to vote in federal elections before civilians did.  On either site you can 
download and/or fill in and then print out the FPCA (Federal Post Card Application (which was 
actually, once upon a time, a post-card). You can find on either of the above sites the mailing 
address of your district voting office in your last state of residence; they do have to receive from 
you a hard copy application with your original signature.  Rules vary with each of our blessed 50 
states. Many states now provide the option of receiving your ballot electronically.  All of this and 
much, much more is explained on the ACA website.

 

http://www.americansabroad.org/issues/voting/
http://americansabroad.org/files/5813/9734/4220/townhall2014.pdf


I’ve moved overseas.  Do I have to sign up for the Affordable Care Act (Obamacare)?

ACA responds: The ACA website has stated since 2012 that Obamacare does not apply to 
Americans living overseas.  Currently, Healthcare.gov and the IRS (see question 12) confirm this. 
However, there has been a ‘twist’ this month, due to Rep. John Carney’s H.R. 4414 which was 
rejected by the House with a vote of 257-159 in favor of the bill because it did not receive the 
required 2/3 majority.  Named the `Expatriate Health Coverage Clarification Act of 2014,' the bill 
calls for an exemption from compliance with certain rules regarding annual fees for U.S. insurance 
companies covering American expat employees of U.S. companies. It also defines “Minimal 
Essential Coverage” and “Qualified Expatriate”, arguing that expats are not U.S. health risks.  It is 
unclear at this point what impact, if any, the rejection of this bill may have on Americans living and 
working abroad. With just a 20% chance of being enacted, this bill may be considered in the week 
ahead.  You can read more about the effects of Obamacare on American expats here and here.

 

We want to hear from you!  We encourage all our members to  
emailletters@americansabroad.org to respond to our stories and send us your own.  We’ll read 
every email you send and, with your permission, print selected submissions in upcoming issues of  
the Newsletter to share your thoughts and opinions with the global audience. Your voice matters!

 

NEWS AND ACTIVITIES
 

Foreign Account Tax Compliance Act (FATCA); Report 
of Foreign Bank and Financial Accounts (FBAR)
Don’t forget to file your FBARs (Received by June 30).  The Treasury Department’s reporting 
requirements have changed, and the FBAR should now be e-filed.  Find ACA’s FBAR page here. 
The online FBAR form is FIN/CEN form 114 (replacing the old TD F90-22.1), but the format 
remains essentially the same. Remember, FBAR reports must be received by 30 June each year (not 
just postmarked by that date).

In her blogpost “The IRS Will Soon be Asking Questions PART I — Nominees and FATCA”, 
Virginia La Torre Jeker, J.D. explains what a nominee is and the possible complications that may 
arise for nominees because of FATCA reporting requirements.

 

Taxation
It’s Tax Month.  The ACA website has a handy “U.S. Taxes Abroad for Dummies” section, 
designed to provide both crash-course and refresher alike to anyone who needs a rapid brush-up on 

http://americansabroad.org/issues/taxation/us-taxes-abroad-dummies/
http://blogs.angloinfo.com/us-tax/2014/03/31/1992/
http://americansabroad.org/issues/fbar/fbar-e-filing/
http://yucalandia.com/living-in-yucatan-mexico/aca-obamacares-effects-on-american-expats-living-abroad/
http://www.bakermckenzie.com/files/Publication/e7cf0cc9-a918-405e-8535-87e9c957e52d/Presentation/PublicationAttachment/69fefc6b-4cef-45ac-8c0c-8bedd14b7492/ar_employment_expatriatecoveragehc_jun13.pdf
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/113/hr4414
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/113/hr4414
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/z?c113:H.R.4414:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d113:HR04414:@@@D&summ2=m&
https://thehill.com/blogs/floor-action/votes/203137-bipartisan-obamacare-fix-clears-the-house
http://www.irs.gov/uac/Questions-and-Answers-on-the-Individual-Shared-Responsibility-Provision
https://www.healthcare.gov/am-i-eligible-for-coverage-in-the-marketplace/
http://americansabroad.org/issues/healthcare/obamacare-does-not-apply-abroad/


filing obligations. 

There are new taxes to be aware of this year.  First is the new 0.9% Medicare Tax.  The IRS 
has published guidelines on who is subject to this tax, and what additional forms need to be filed.  
Second is the 3.8% “Net Investment Income Tax (NIIT)” – IRS guidelines for this are here.  Both 
are part of the Affordable Care Act.  This new tax leads to pure double taxation of those Americans 
resident abroad since foreign tax credits cannot be applied against this tax due to a simple drafting 
technicality.  ACA urges Congress to apply tax fairness on Obamacare and allow foreign tax credits 
against the additional Medicare tax.  Find out more about foreign tax credits and the Medicare Tax 
on the ACA website.

 

Voting
According to data recently released by Pew Charitable Trust, Iowa had one of the highest rates of 
rejected mail, military and overseas ballots during the last three election cycles. Nearly 6 percent of 
Iowa’s military and overseas ballots were rejected for some reason. The national average is 5 
percent. The data collected did not include information about why ballots were rejected.

 

HOW TO GET INVOLVED
 

Write your senators and representatives about Residence-Based Taxation (RBT) and your support 
for it.  Tell them about yourself, so that they learn about a real-life overseas American.  Otherwise, 
no one is there to tell them that we’re not all tax-dodging billionaires.

Do you have a testimonial about how the Foreign Earned Income Exclusion (FEIE) was a decisive 
element in helping you establish a company or business overseas? If you do please send it to ACA 
using our direct link, and read ACA's recent position paperunderscoring the critical importance of 
FEIE, "The Section 911 Mirage".

ACA supports the efforts of researchers seeking to learn more about Americans living and working 
overseas.  The INTERACT Project, “Integration as a three-way process – the role of the countries 
and communities of origin in integration of Third Country Nationals in the EU,” (www.interact-
project.eu) is a European research project which seeks to gather information both on the role of 
non-state actors in building ties with migrant communities in the EU, and on their support for the 
integration of these communities.  Find the survey here (password int_2013_sur).  For further 
information, contact Anne Unterreiner (anne.unterreiner@eui.eu) or Agnieszka Weinar 
(agnieszka.weinar@eui.eu).

 

mailto:agnieszka.weinar@eui.eu
mailto:anne.unterreiner@eui.eu
http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/1545971/english
http://americansabroad.org/files/9713/8590/8568/aca-911-mirage-dec-2-2013.pdf
http://americansabroad.org/issues/taxation/share-your-banking-or-tax-story/
http://wcfcourier.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/iowa-ranks-th-in-national-voting-index/article_e6cca35f-4460-58b6-95cc-386eeff20fe8.html
http://wcfcourier.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/iowa-ranks-th-in-national-voting-index/article_e6cca35f-4460-58b6-95cc-386eeff20fe8.html
http://americansabroad.org/issues/taxation/foreign-tax-credits-and-new-medicare-tax
http://www.irs.gov/uac/Newsroom/Four-Things-to-Know-about-Net-Investment-Income-Tax
http://www.irs.gov/uac/Newsroom/What-You-Should-Know-about-the-Additional-Medicare-Tax


ACA ON THE WEB, FACEBOOK, AND TWITTER
 

ACA’s website and its periodic News Updates are its key communication channels to ACA 
members and to the millions of Americans all over the world. The ACA website includes a wealth 
of information: descriptions of the impact of U.S. laws on the various issues – citizenship, voting, 
Social Security, Medicare, banking and taxes – as well as ACA position papers, references to ACA 
in the press and a multitude of links to press articles related to ACA issues.

Many members and supporters follow ACA on Facebook, and this provides ACA with an 
opportunity to connect with them on a more regular basis. To get the most immediate, up-to-date 
information on ACA’s work and initiatives visit Facebook or our website, and sign up for our 
Twitter feed @ACAVoice.

 

SUPPORT ACA
 

There are many ways you can support ACA. 

If you like our work, please consider making a donation!  ACA Global Foundation is accepting 
donations to help with our efforts in Washington.  To make a donation please find banking details 
below or access the Donate link on the ACA website.

Account Holder: American Citizens Abroad Global Foundation

Account No.: 389170275

Routing Number: 054001709

Fed Wire or ABA: 021001088

SWIFT: MRMDUS33

 

You can also help ACA every time you buy anything from the Amazon sites in the U.S., U.K., 
France or Germany.   It’s quick and easy.  First go to the ACA website, then click on any of the 
Amazon links shown on that page, and purchase whatever you want.  After your purchase, ACA 
will automatically receive a small commission, at NO INCREASE in cost to you. Sharing this with 
your friends and contacts will also help support ACA. It’s a very quick and painless way to support 
American Citizens Abroad and the work we do. (ACA does not receive any information on your 
purchases.)

________________________________________

http://americansabroad.org/support
http://americansabroad.org/support/make-donation/
http://americansabroad.org/
https://www.facebook.com/americancitizensabroad


 

ACA’s News Update is sponsored by:
At SwQ, U.S. Tax Resolution, FATCA & FBAR related personalized consulting to Americans 
living in and outside U.S.; advisory and compliance services to Worldwide Banks and Financial 
Institutions is our core specialty. Over 20 years of our successful profile of representing taxpayers 
globally at the IRS in settling unsolved personal and business tax matters, offer in compromises, 
unfiled and unpaid taxes and settlements. Our client base is in the USA, Europe, Middle East and 
Indian Sub-Continent.

Greenback Expat Tax Services is the most trusted US tax preparer for Americans abroad.  We 
offer straightforward pricing, a hassle-free process, and CPAs and IRS enrolled Agents who are 
experts in expat tax preparation.  We charge flat fees: $357 per federal tax return (and discounts for 
multiple years).  Visit us at www.greenbacktaxservices.com to download the top 10 tips for saving 
money on your U.S. taxes, or to get started with your tax return today.

 

© American Citizens Abroad. All Rights Reserved.
Legal Notice | Privacy Policy | Contact Us

ACA, 5 rue Liotard, 1202 Geneva, Switzerland

http://americansabroad.org/contact-us/
http://americansabroad.org/about/general-info-and-legal/business-terms-and-conditions/
http://americansabroad.org/about/general-info-and-legal/legal-disclaimer/
http://americansabroad.org/
http://www.greenbacktaxservices.com/?utm_source=ACA&utm_medium=text%20%20ad&utm_campaign=ACA%20Newsletter%202014
http://www.swqpc.com/
http://www.facebook.com/americancitizensabroad?ref=ts
https://twitter.com/#!/ACAVoice
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