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The News Update will be moving to a quarterly publication schedule.  You can continue to 
find frequent news updates and get information on ACA developments via our website, 
Facebook page, and Twitter feed @ACAVoice.  The News Update will focus on in-depth 
analysis of core issues relevant to Americans abroad.  We look forward to bringing you 
original, thought-provoking content in our new News Updates.

ACA, Inc. and ACAGF 2015: The Year in Review

Dear Members and Donors:

As we bid 2015 farewell and begin our advocacy and educational work for 2016, ACA 
would like to thank all its members and donors for their support throughout this past year.  
It is thanks to the financial support of members and donors such as yourselves that ACA 
can continue with its important educational and advocacy work on behalf of Americans 
living and working overseas. ACA had a productive 2015 and has many plans for 2016, but
we need your help to make this happen.  Please consider making a donation by 
visiting ACA Global Foundation online.

Washington, D.C.:  The Congress and the Media

It has now been three years since ACA officially put a footprint down in Washington, D.C., 
and we are continually seeing the positive results. ACA and ACAGFs’ presence and 
accessibility in Washington have been a great advantage for our advocacy work.  ACA has
direct contact to Congress and to key administrative offices. These same offices have the 
ability to directly make outreach to ACA.

Throughout this year the offices of the House Ways & Means, Senate Finance, IRS and 
Treasury, Taxpayer Advocate, the Government Accountability Office, Social Security 
Administration, and Americans Abroad Caucus, have come to ACA asking for our advice, 
input and expertise on issues, along with many congressional representatives and 
senators. Not only has ACA been working to educate these offices and individuals on 
many aspects of the overseas community, but we have been providing them with 
quantitative research data, facts and figures, to help paint a more accurate picture of the 
community overseas.

https://americansabroad.org/
http://acaglobalfoundation.org/
https://www.facebook.com/americancitizensabroad


Another important aspect of ACA’s presence in Washington is our ability to get media 
coverage with the major media outlets. Throughout 2015, ACA was called on for comment 
by publications such as Forbes, Wall Street Journal, Reuters, Bloomberg, Financial Times,
Tax Notes and Tax Analyst.  The latter two publications are important to our work in 
Washington, D.C., as these publications are read by all the key legislative offices and the 
U.S. Congress.  These publications are highly regarded as professional and viewed as the
authorities on the subjects they report.  Please see all ACA’s media contact work here.

Advocacy Work:  Same Country Exemption, RBT, Corrective Measures for CBT, Passport 
Revocation Provision.

Meeting with Congressional and Administrative offices is a 24/7/365 job for ACA.  With the 
on-site presence of our legal counsel, Charles Bruce, our executive director, Marylouise 
Serrato, and board member, Thomas Siebert, ACA no longer needs to dedicate its 
advocacy work to a specific week or month.  ACA keeps its messaging in the forefront 
through our ongoing presence and our ability to react on a timely basis with the Congress, 
the media and the policy makers.

A large part of ACA’s work this year was in keeping the momentum going on our proposal 
for Same Country Exemption for FATCA reporting.  ACA was the first organization to 
formally put forth this proposal to the IRS and Treasury in 2012.  ACA’s proposal would 
take out of FATCA reporting, for both Foreign Financial Institutions (FFIs) and Americans 
resident overseas, financial accounts held by these individuals in their country of residence
outside of the United States.

In 2015, ACA met with Robert Stack of the Assistant Secretary of the Treasury to 
advance Same Country Exemption.  ACA also met with the Americans Abroad Caucus 
offices of the co-chairs; members of Congress Carolyn Maloney (D-NY) and Mick 
Mulvaney (R-SC), along with other key congressional offices. This resulted in a letter from 
the chairs of the Americans Abroad Caucus to the leadership of both the IRS and 
Treasury recommending the implementation of Same Country Exemption (also called 
“Safe Harbor”) for Americans living and working overseas.

As a follow-up ACA contacted several Foreign Financial Institutions (FFIs) asking them 
directly, if Same Country Exemption was implemented, would these financial institutions 
have the confidence to keep Americans resident abroad as clients.  Most financial 
institutions we consulted with were positively disposed to Same Country Exemption and 
noted that it would alleviate some of the concerns their institutions are having with 
maintaining U.S. clients.  ACA continued to collect testimonials from Americans attesting to
the existing problems associated with account denials and closures. ACA has prepared a 
report on this that will be issued to the IRS and Treasury in the first quarter of 2016. This 
report will be important in furthering our discussions with the IRS and Treasury for Same 
Country Exemption.

https://www.americansabroad.org/news/same-country-exemption-put-forward-to-treasury/
https://www.americansabroad.org/news/same-country-exemption-put-forward-to-treasury/
https://www.americansabroad.org/news/same-country-exemption-put-forward-to-treasury/
https://www.americansabroad.org/acas-voice-in-the-news/


ACA’s advocacy for Residence-based taxation (RBT) remained a major tenant of our work 
this year.  ACA understands the frustration the community has for an immediate 
implementation of RBT.  Reforming the U.S. tax code, unfortunately, is not simply a matter 
of presenting a proposal, signing on a representative and then getting passage.  This has 
to do with the legislative process of the U.S. government and not the inability of any one 
representative or office to push through reform. U.S. tax reform is only done in large, 
comprehensive packages; think of the 1986 Tax Reform Act.  The 1986 Act was the first 
major reform that the U.S. Congress undertook since 1976. Many special interest groups 
had been working and advocating for reforms for many years prior to the 1986 tax reform 
passage. 

Preparing the path to tax reform is perhaps more important to ACA’s work than the actual 
passage.  Working to create the atmosphere for a proposal that can gain bi-partisan 
support and being viewed as positive and doable are the keys to the passage or adoption 
of RBT.  ACA is ideally placed to do this via its contacts with tax writing committees, 
Congress and other support organizations in D.C.

ACA anticipates that major tax reform will happen only after the next presidential election 
in 2016 and in the new Congress.  To guarantee that the ACA proposal is part of the larger 
tax reform package, it is essential that a “scoring” of RBT be undertaken.  Scoring RBT 
means that the proposal will be tested to determine whether it is tax revenue positive 
(bring in new taxes), tax revenue negative (result in a loss of tax) or tax revenue neutral 
(no change). 

In the first quarter of 2016, ACA will be launching a major fundraising campaign for this 
work.  This is important work for all Americans overseas.  RBT can only move forward if 
this work is accomplished as it not only determines the success of RBT, but also gives 
ACA indications of where the proposal needs to be adjusted in order to ensure its 
passage.  ACA has already begun funding this project with $10,000 in seed funding.  Look 
for our campaign to raise the additional funds in the months to come.  Remember, ACA is 
the only organization working on behalf of Americans overseas to have developed 
and formally presented a proposal for tax reform.

Another key component of ACA’s work on RBT is monitoring what tax reform in general the
Congress is considering.  Many proposals are currently on the table for consideration; flat 
tax, restructuring of the progressive tax platform, implementation of VAT taxes and others. 
Understanding what other proposals are gaining traction in Washington, D.C., helps ACA 
evaluate how RBT will fit into those proposals.  Through its work in Washington, D.C., ACA
is able to monitor the potential future legislative environment and assess its RBT proposal,
making refinements or adjustments as needed.

While ACA continues to advocate for RBT, it is also working to address the most pressing 
problems for Americans overseas due to the existing tax code.  This year ACA presented 
to Congressional offices and the tax-writing committees, corrective measures to the 



existing code that would reduce or eliminate the biggest areas of concern for Americans 
living overseas.  They are:

•Eliminating the deficiencies of the Social Security system

•End the double taxation imposed by the NIIT 3.8% capital gains tax

•Implementation of local currency as functional currency to eliminate phantom currency gains

•Recognition of Foreign Tax-Free Pensions as tax-free for US purposes

ACA was the first organization to begin sounding the alarm on the “Passport Revocation 
Provision.”   ACA issued its position paper in February of 2015 in a public media 
announcement and to key congressional offices. 

As a result of this communication, ACA was contacted by the Senate Finance Committee 
and other congressional offices, including the Americans Abroad Caucus, and was asked 
to provide data and information on the tax-gap attributable to overseas Americans, the 
demographic make-up of the community along with our concerns regarding the revocation 
of passports for back-taxes owed.

As has been noted in all of ACA’s communications, ACA does not believe that the majority 
of Americans overseas are tax delinquent. Some may not be aware that they need to file; 
however, the majority of overseas filers will owe little to no taxes to the U.S. government 
due to the application of the FEIE and Foreign Tax Credits.  ACA believe in principal that a 
link between paying taxes and right to a U.S. passport should NOT be made.

ACA worked extensively in getting its message on the negative consequences of the 
inclusion into legislation of a Passport Revocation Provision to the Congress; writing to the
Speaker of the House and the leadership of the key committees in November of this past 
year.

ACA also issued a press release to the major media outlets resulting in extensive 
coverage of the issue prior to the vote.

ACA advocated extensively to raise awareness and to educate, not only on the provision 
to revoke or deny passports, but also on the additional legislative language included in this
provision that would deny or revoke the passport of an individual who provides a false or 
incorrect Social Security number. ACA has actively turned its attention to those offices that 
will be implementing the provision, the IRS and the State Department, both of which were 
never consulted on the provision before passage until ACA advised them.  In 2016 ACA 
will continue to advocate for various carve out proposals for overseas Americans on this 
provision.

Conferences

Being in Washington, D.C., gives ACA the ability to attend and participate in many 
conferences important to the overseas community.  The knowledge gained and the 

https://www.americansabroad.org/media/files/files/87be592e/passport-provision-pr.pdf
https://americansabroad.org/files/9514/4685/2435/letter-to-congress-passports.pdf
https://www.americansabroad.org/media/files/files/c8188518/final-aca-position-paper-on-passport-revocation.pdf
https://www.americansabroad.org/media/files/files/1519d190/us-tax-code-foreign-pensions.pdf
https://www.americansabroad.org/media/files/files/c45e3fe0/us-tax-code-functional-currency.pdf
https://www.americansabroad.org/media/files/files/d50b16df/us-tax-code-niit-3-point-8.pdf
https://www.americansabroad.org/media/files/files/e6d13c81/us-tax-code-social-security-taxes.pdf


contacts made via these conferences help advance ACA and ACAGFs’ advocacy and 
educational work.

In February, ACA attended the 2015 9th Annual Voting and Elections.  This conference is 
an important event for ACA.  Meeting other players working in the area of protecting rights 
allows ACA to add its voice to the discussion and gives ACA the opportunity to network 
with other advocacy and overseas organizations working on similar issues as ACA.  More 
information on the conference results can be found here.

ACA also attended the International Conference on Taxpayer Rights held in November of 
2015 in Washington, D.C.  This conference brought together academics, professionals, 
government representatives and NGOs working in the area of taxpayers’ rights.  ACA was 
able to connect with key individuals working in the field of taxpayers’ rights and spoke at 
length directly with the IRS commissioner, John Koskinen, about the challenges facing the 
overseas community and the urgent need for tax reform, regulatory changes (Same 
Country  Exemption) and IRS outreach and resources for overseas taxpayers.

Research

In 2015, ACAGF conducted a research survey in cooperation with Greenback Expat Tax 
Services, gaining key insights into the community of Americans overseas, their voting 
habits, their thoughts on representation, FATCA and U.S. citizenship, The Affordable Care 
Act and their general concerns.

The survey results continue to support the fact that the community of Americans living 
outside of the United States is not in keeping with the “wealthy” demographic often cited by
Congress; with 34% of the population earning $50,000 or less and 31% earning under 
$100,000.  Only 17% earn over $150,000 annually.  The survey also highlighted that 
overseas voters represent a significant voting bloc, with nearly 60% saying they will vote in
the upcoming presidential election.  Nearly 60% note that they do not owe U.S. taxes after 
application of the FEIE and Foreign Tax credits but that complexity and cost of filing 
remain an issue.

ACA has just completed a survey on the effects of FATCA that was launched earlier this 
year in cooperation with the University of Nevada in Reno. Those canvassed were 
Americans living and working overseas.  The survey results indicate that FATCA remains a
problem for this community. Most respondents (86%) would welcome the implementation 
of ACA’s “Same Country Exemption” with 78% indicating that US tax law puts them at a 
competitive disadvantage. The survey also found that FATCA would be a major 
determinate (64%) for those voting in the upcoming elections.  Frustrations over the 
treatment of the community of Americans overseas and the lack of understanding by the 
Congress of their demographics, composition and reasons for living overseas were also 
voiced.

https://americansabroad.org/aca-global-foundation-survey-effects-fatca
http://acaglobalfoundation.org/PressAndMedia/3367025
http://www.taxpayeradvocate.irs.gov/news/announcing-the-international-conference-on-taxpayer-rights
https://www.usvotefoundation.org/summit2015


In the fall of 2015, ACA launched its own membership survey with over 50% of ACA 
members responding. The biggest concern for ACA members continues to be issues 
related to taxation and compliance.  Nearly 95% of respondents say the biggest advantage
for ACA membership is the representation in Washington, D.C.

In 2014, ACAGF’s held the very successful and well-received “21st Century Taxation of 
Americans Abroad: Citizenship-based Taxation vs. Residence-based Taxation.” In 2015, 
ACAGF published the video debate from the conference featuring Professor Michael 
Kirsch of Notre Dame University and Dr. Bernard Schneider, lecturer in international tax 
law at the Queen Mary University of London School of Law. This video debate is an 
important tool for ACA and ACAGF’s advocacy work as it highlights the pros and cons of 
the two tax regimes, CBT and RBT, by well-respected professionals in the field of taxation.

ACA and ACAGFs’ research efforts are essential to both organizations’ work. These 
reports and their data, give our organizations the tools needed to advance the issues 
because they give us quantifiable results.  ACA can demonstrate to Congress that the 
community overseas is not composed of “wealthy tax evaders,” and that the problems 
facing Americans overseas have a direct effect on America (they are at a competitive 
disadvantage).

The demographics also indicate that the overseas community mirrors the demographics of 
Americans in so much as these are middle-class Americans with average salaries (as 
adjusted to the cost of living in the countries in which they reside), living average lives. The
more Congress and the general U.S. public understand this, the better it is for our 
messaging.

Building Relationships

Due to ACA’s ongoing dialogue with Nina Olson of the Taxpayer Advocate (TAS), 
TAS continues to bring to the attention of Congress issues of concern for the American 
overseas community.  In TAS’s mid-year report to Congress, the Taxpayer Advocate 
supports Same Country Exemption as a corrective measure to the problems created by 
the FATCA legislation.

Throughout 2015, ACA kept Nina Olson and her team updated on the issues and provided 
her offices with ACA’s recommendations for treatments to address some of the more 
serious problems.  You will recall that ACA’s proposal for Streamlined Compliance was 
also supported by TAS and was eventually adopted by the IRS in June of 2014.  This 
program has given those non-willful players an avenue for compliance without risking 
excessive penalties or back taxes.

Another important resource for the Taxpayer Advocate is the inclusion of an international 
representative to the Taxpayer Advocacy Panel (TAP  ).

http://americansabroad.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=44149a71417b0518f29267eba&id=b84d2b4e91&e=7ba9eefb51
https://www.irs.gov/Advocate/Taxpayer-Advocacy-Panel
https://americansabroad.org/news/overseas-filers-issues-highlighted-in-advocates-report/
http://acaglobalfoundation.org/PressAndMedia/3239432


ACA had long advocated for an overseas representative to be part of this panel of 
volunteers who bring the concerns of taxpayers to the Taxpayer Advocate. It has now been
a year since Shelby Lyon was accepted onto the panel to represent the interests of the 
Americans overseas community.  Mrs. Lyon is a board member of ACA who diligently culls 
her information from all the various organizations operating on behalf of Americans 
overseas.

A sign of ACA’s increased stature and importance in Washington, D.C., is the fact that 
offices such as the Government Accountability Offices (GAO) regularly comes to ACA 
requesting input and information on topics of importance.  In 2015, the GAO reached out 
to ACA again on research work they are doing on overseas foreign pensions. ACA was 
also contacted by the Social Security Administration asking for our insight into some of the 
concerns that Americans overseas are facing with regard to applications for Social 
Security numbers and accessing benefits from overseas.

Keeping Members Informed

Although ACA cannot answer individual tax filing, Social Security or Medicare questions, 
we do our best to provide members with useful information and general guidance via our 
website, Facebook page and social media. ACA posts updates on legislation and 
regulations and also posts links to government websites where members can access the 
most recent information. 

It is important to remember that individual tax filing and government benefit questions are 
just that: individual. Often there is no one “right” answer for everyone, and therefore it is 
hard to provide standard answers to general questions. Individual tax obligations will differ 
depending on a person’s particular situation; not only is it about how much income you are
earning but other considerations such as marital status, asset composition, investments 
and these are just the tip of the iceberg!

This is why ACA recommends that individuals contact qualified professionals.  For this 
ACA has provided the ACA Tax Preparer Directory.  Throughout the year, ACA has 
updated the directory to add more tax professionals and, shortly, will be issuing even more
helpful information with articles from professionals on tax filing.

Throughout 2015, ACA provided general guidance:

•Form 8965 for the Affordable Car Act

•Importance of accuracy in reporting on FATCA Form 8938

•Information for obtaining and reclaiming Social Security numbers

•Procedures available for first time tax compliancy

 

https://americansabroad.org/delinquent-fbar-and-tax-filing-penalties/
https://americansabroad.org/obtaining-reclaiming-your-social-security-number-ssn/
https://www.americansabroad.org/media/files/files/80f50510/be-accurate-in-filing-your-form-8938-for-2014.pdf
https://americansabroad.org/another-new-tax-form-for-americans-abroad/
http://acareturnpreparerdirectory.com/


Outreach

ACA has had a long history of outreach to the overseas community beginning with our 
Country Contact network created in the 1980s.This year this network of individuals has 
been re-animated and renamed as the Country Information Manager (CIM) network. 

These volunteers provide ACA with in-country information on the community of Americans 
in their specific city/country. CIMs help ACA by giving us a better understanding of some of
the country specific issues some are facing. The CIMs also assist ACA in finding ways to 
provide the community with more services via Webinars, Town Hall Evenings, 
development of Country Chapters, etc.  This network works to provide ACA with the 
intelligence it needs to meet the needs of the community of Americans located throughout 
the world.

Town Hall Evenings have been an important part of ACA and ACAGF’s outreach to the 
community.  In 2015, ACAGF held two Town Hall Evenings in Switzerland—Geneva and 
Zurich—and one Town Hall Evening in London.  ACA will expand these Town Halls in 2016
and will look for ways to make them available to individuals via the internet. 

ACA now has two Country Chapters: one in Geneva, Switzerland and another in London, 
UK. The Geneva Chapter spearheaded this year’s ACAGF online Auction that was held 
twice: once in February and again in December.  Geneva chapter members continue to 
provide ACA in Washington, D.C., with input and important information gathered from the 
American Community worldwide.

The London Chapter of ACA met several times in 2015, most notably in April when we had 
an initial meeting in the offices of one of our sponsors, the very well-regarded firm of 
London & Capital, to discuss the implications of the recent U.K. General Election on U.S. 
taxpayers. In November, we conducted our third annual Town Hall Evening. Attended by 
more than 70 ACA members and representatives from 10 leading tax, wealth management
and related service providers, the evening also included a keynote speaker specializing in 
migration patterns specific to U.S. nationals. The changed format of the evening was 
generally well-received, with all participants saying they had ample opportunity to interact 
with specialists in their areas of concern. More of these events are planned for 2016 as we
continue to grow membership and listen carefully to the needs of our members.

More to come in 2016

ACA’s advocacy work is important, but keeping the organization strong and growing is also
important. 

ACA will soon be launching its new website with more interactive features for members.  
There will soon be an ACA “members only” section where members will receive 
information and communications specifically for them.



Also, in response to the need for many members to maintain U.S. state-side banking 
relationships, ACA will soon be launching a product in conjunction with a Credit Union to 
provide members with U.S. banking services.  We anticipate having this service for 
members in the coming month. 

Starting with this issue, ACA will publish its newsletter on a quarterly basis which will 
include ACA proprietary articles with our insight on important issues affecting the 
community. 

Why doesn’t ACA support current efforts for legislative repeals of FATCA?

Part of ACA’s job in Washington is to understand how to make change happen and how 
best to advance issues with the Congress.

Frustration over current policy often leads people to extreme actions like calling for the 
repeal of laws already passed by the Congress.
In analyzing how Congress operates, understanding the mind-set of the US population in 
general and, understanding the problems that current laws are addressing; wholesale calls
for repeal of legislation already passed may not, in some cases, be the best way forward.

Everyone has certainly seen the calls for the repeal of the Affordable Care Act since its 
passage and, for many Americans overseas, there has been keen interest in Senator 
Rand Paul’s efforts to repeal FATCA.  Certainly with both these efforts the repeal initiatives
have helped to identify some serious problems and concerns with the existing pieces of 
legislation. But what is the likelihood of an all-out repeal of these laws?

First let’s think about the popularity of these legislative efforts.  Certainly with the 
Affordable Care Act there was widespread support for some change in accessing health 
care coverage and reducing the costs of health care.  The problem was real and was 
seriously affecting large groups of the U.S. citizenry.  Congress’s response to heath care 
legislation may not have been the most popular, the most desired or the best; however, it 
was an attempt to respond legislatively to a core need and address a serious problem.

FATCA is similar in so much as there was increased demand by the Congress and the 
U.S. population to crack down on tax evasion.  Tax evasion is a real problem and there is 
widespread support both by Republicans and Democrats to address the problem.  ACA 
seriously opposed FATCA prior to it becoming law, calling for the removal of the provision 
from the HIRE Act  (much as we have done with the Passport Revocation Provision) 
because ACA understood how FATCA, with its “matching program” components, would 
become problematic for Americans with legitimate need for overseas banking tools. 

However, with the passage of FATCA, ACA has taken another approach to combat 
FATCA.  ACA has done this fora variety of reasons.  One of the primary reasons is due to 



the worldwide support for more transparency in combating tax evasion.  More and more 
foreign jurisdictions are developing methods to track and repatriate lost tax revenues.  The
Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development, on the heels of FATCA, has 
instituted the Common Reporting Standard (“CRS”) regime.  Although there are 
differences in these programs given the jurisdictions they address, the general aim is the 
same: combat tax evasion and repatriate tax revenues to the countries of their origin.

One can argue that FATCA might not have been logistically well thought through; however,
believing that the United States would not join—one could even argue lead—the charge 
for more tax transparency, is to ignore the reality of global finance.  The tax transparency 
train has left the station and FATCA is its engine.

Some fighting for repeal of FATCA are doing so based on issues outside of the direct 
effects the legislation is having on individual Americans. They point to concerns with 
regard to: U.S. over-reach, the imposition of U.S. laws on foreign jurisdictions, whether 
Intergovernmental Agreements (“IGAs”) constitute treaties in need of Congressional 
ratification, etc. Some or all of these may indeed justify repeal, but they are not within 
ACA’s mission or area of expertise.  In fact, it is most appropriate for the checks and 
balances of the U.S. governmental system to address these, as Senator Paul has done 
through his questioning of the IGAs. [1]

To fight for the repeal of FATCA is basically to fight against the need for tax evasion 
legislation.   ACA’s role is not to determine whether or not our current tax evasion 
legislation is strong enough to combat the problem.  Fighting to repeal FATCA puts ACA in 
a dangerous position and forces us to comment on the appropriateness of tax evasion 
legislation. Moreover, we have to ask the question: “If not FATCA, then what? “Again, ACA 
simply does not have the expertise in this area to comment or provide guidance on the 
best way to combat tax evasion. Our job is to raise awareness of the problems that 
legislation is causing for Americans overseas and to work aggressively and smartly for 
redress.  

ACA believes that instead of fighting FATCA with efforts to repeal—essentially telling the 
Congress that we believe there is no need to combat tax evasion—ACA should fight 
FATCA on its specific negative effects on the community of Americans overseas.  What 
Americans living overseas object to is not the need for tax evasion legislation.  Americans 
overseas object to fighting tax evasion with a tool that seriously impedes their ability to 
function economically. 

The best strategy, once a law has been passed, is to work to mitigate the negative 
consequences through amendments or regulatory changes.  ACA believes this is how we 
should address FATCA.  The likelihood of Congress and the general public agreeing that 
tax evasion legislation shouldn’t been strengthened is minimal to non-existent. Given an 
increasingly complex tax code and the ability of those engaged in tax evasion to 
circumvent U.S. laws through the use of complex multinational structures and twisted 



financial products, it is unlikely that politicians or the public will ignore this problem or find it
insignificant. 

ACA’s proposal for Same Country Exception tackles the FATCA problem at its root: the fact
that foreign financial institutions are refusing Americans bank accounts because of the 
perceived risk of having Americans clients.  If ACA can remove that perceived risk by 
causing the Treasury Department and the Congress to remove from FATCA’s reporting 
rules local bank accounts (those in the country of residence), then ACA will have 
addressed the root concern and root problem Americans overseas are facing as a result of
implementation of FATCA.

Calls for repeal of FATCA will continue to interest the media, and will get individuals 
charged up and engaged in other issues, such as privacy rights, the rights of sovereign 
nations, etc.  However, will Senator Paul get the broad-based support he needs for a 
wholesale repeal?  Will Congress jump on board and publicly say there is no need to 
strengthen legislation to combat tax evasion and, therefore, no need for FATCA?  ACA 
believes the likelihood of this is slim. And given our resources, our time and efforts are 
better spent tackling the problem strategically. 

NEWS AND ACTIVITIES 

ACA maintains an archive of relevant articles about issues of direct concern to overseas 
Americans on our website.  Visit us to discover the most important news from 2015, and 
be sure to check back regularly throughout the coming year to stay informed about the 
latest news and activities.

TAXPAYER ASSISTANCE

ACA’s Directory of Tax Return Preparers

Find the Tax Return Preparer that is right for you by exploring our directory.

IRS YouTube Videos

The IRS has released YouTube videos here and here aimed at Americans living abroad to 
assist them with understanding their filing obligations.

Taxpayer Advocate (TAS) 

The Taxpayer Advocate Service (TAS) is an independent organization within the IRS and is
your voice at the IRS.  Their mission is to help taxpayers whose problems are causing 
financial difficulty. You may be eligible for TAS’ help if you’ve tried to resolve your tax 
problem through normal IRS channels and have gotten nowhere, or you believe an IRS 
procedure just isn't working as it should.  TAS’ services are free.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DUDOXG4_5-U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8FTGVVA8ea8
http://acareturnpreparerdirectory.com/
https://americansabroad.org/


As a taxpayer, you have rights that the IRS must respect. TAS will help you understand 
those rights and ensure that they’re protected in any contacts with the IRS.  If you qualify 
for help, you’ll be assigned to one advocate who will be with you at every turn.

TAS has a tax toolkit  with basic tax information, details about tax credits (for individuals 
and businesses), and lots more.  Find out more at TAS’ website, and the “Taxpayer 
Advocate” section of the ACA website.            

ACA DOES NOT PROVIDE TAX ADVICE.  BE SURE TO CONSULT IRS AUTHORITIES AND, AS NECESSARY, CONSULT A QUALIFIED TAX 

ADVISER OR RETURN PREPARER.

HOW TO GET INVOLVED

Contact your members of Congress 

ACA’s website now hosts two   links that can help you contact members of Congress. They 
include addresses, fax numbers, sample letters and general advice on contacting a 
member of Congress. Remember, our efforts depend on our Representatives continuously
hearing from Americans abroad.

Testimonials

Send us your testimonials on how current legislation is affecting you.  These testimonials 
are important to our advocacy work but even more important is your work in contacting 
your own Congressional representative.  We ask you to write to your representative today 
and let him or her know your thoughts and personal experience, and please send a copy 
to ACA as well. 

Do you have a testimonial about how the Foreign Earned Income Exclusion (FEIE) was a 
decisive element in helping you establish a company or business overseas? If you do 
please send it to ACA using our direct link, and read ACA's recent position 
paper underscoring the critical importance of FEIE, "The Section 911 Mirage".

You can also support our work by writing directly to the Tax Committees responsible for tax
reform and asking for Residence-based taxation (RBT). 

You can also write your own Representatives in Congress about Residence-Based 
Taxation (RBT) and your support for it.  Tell them about yourself, so that they learn about a
real-life overseas American.  Otherwise, no one is there to tell them that we’re not all tax-
dodging billionaires.

Join us!

Lastly: if you haven’t done so already, join ACA!  Since 1978, ACA has been the Voice of 

https://www.americansabroad.org/memberships/applications/membership-application/
http://taxreform.gov/
https://www.americansabroad.org/media/files/files/f44ff478/aca-911-mirage-dec-2-2013.pdf
https://www.americansabroad.org/media/files/files/f44ff478/aca-911-mirage-dec-2-2013.pdf
https://www.americansabroad.org/forms/share-your-banking-or-tax-story/
https://americansabroad.org/helpful-information/
https://www.americansabroad.org/support-from-congress-and-the-taxpayer-advocate/
https://www.americansabroad.org/support-from-congress-and-the-taxpayer-advocate/
https://www.irs.gov/Advocate
http://www.taxpayeradvocate.irs.gov/


Americans Overseas, advocating for and defending the rights of US citizens living and 
working abroad.

ACA ON THE WEB, FACEBOOK, AND TWITTER

ACA’s website and its quarterly News Updates are its key communication channels to ACA
members and to the millions of Americans all over the world. The ACA website includes a 
wealth of information: descriptions of the impact of U.S. laws on the various issues – 
citizenship, voting, Social Security, Medicare, banking and taxes – as well as ACA position 
papers, references to ACA in the press and a multitude of links to press articles related to 
ACA issues.

Many members and supporters follow ACA on Facebook, and this provides ACA with an 
opportunity to connect with them on a more regular basis. To get the most immediate, up-
to-date information on ACA’s work and initiatives visit Facebook or our website, and sign 
up for our Twitter feed @ACAVoice.

SUPPORT ACA

There are many ways you can support ACA.  You can become a member, volunteer, or 
make a donationto support our cause. 
 

[1]While it is still too early to pass final judgment, the repeal-FATCA bills that have been introduced have attracted very few co-sponsors. Well-

established business groups have not supported the proposals. The tax-writing committees of Congress have not set hearings to consider the 

legislation. A court case challenging FATCA was decided against the plaintiffs.

* * * * *
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